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 The federal agencies, led by the U.S. Forest Service, issue 
public notice that they are preparing an environmental 
impact statement (EIS).

 Publication of the NOI in the Federal Register initiates a 
60-day public scoping/comment period. 

 The federal agencies develop alternatives to address the 
issues and concerns identified during scoping. 

 The federal agencies issue the draft EIS which documents 
the social and environmental effects of the proposed 
action and alternatives and may identify the agencies’ 
preferred alternative. 

 Includes public notice and a minimum 45-day public review 
and comment period on the draft EIS. 

 The federal agencies release the final EIS, which includes 
the agencies’ response to comments on the draft EIS. 

 Final EIS identifies the agencies’ preferred alternative. 

 Includes public notice that the Final EIS is available.

 The federal agencies decide whether or not to approve the 
requested action. 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES’ PROCESS FOR ANALYZING 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT
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