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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires federal agencies to undertake an assessment of the environmental
effects of their proposed actions prior to making decisions. Two major purposes of the NEPA environmental review process are:

- SYSTEM OF

1. Citizen involvement
2. Better informed decisions

The following flowchart shows the key points within the NEPA process. For more information, check out
A Citizen’s Guide to the NEPA at http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/Citizens_Guide_Dec07.pdf.

Notice of Intent e The federal agencies, led by the U.S. Forest Service, issue public
and Public notice that they are preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS).

Scoping Period

e Publication of the NOI in the Federal Register initiates a 60-day public
scoping/comment period.

Public Scoping
Meetings and 60-day
Comment Period

o The federal agencies develop alternatives to address the issues and concerns
identified during scoping.

e The federal agencies issue the draft EIS which documents the social and
environmental effects of the proposed action and alternatives and may
Public Meetings and identify the agencies’ preferred alternative.

Minimum 45-day ) ) . . ,
T e e Includes public notice and a minimum 45-day public review and comment

period on the draft EIS.

o The federal agencies release the final EIS, which includes the agencies’
response to comments on the draft EIS.

e Final EIS identifies the agencies’ preferred alternative.

¢ Includes public notice that the Final EIS is available.

Record of

. e The federal agencies decide whether or not to approve the requested action.
Decision
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OREGON

DEPARTMENT OF

ENERGY

The Oregon Department of Energy-Energy Facility Siting Council (EFSC) Site Certificate process is a consolidated permitting
process.You can participate in the process by:

1. Attending a public information meeting about the Notice of Intent.

2. Submitting comments about the Application for Site Certificate.

3. Attending the public hearing on the Draft Proposed Order.
ODOE provides public notices following each step of the EFSC process. The diagram below outlines the process.

Notice of Intent

Public
Information

The NOI initiates public comment on the proposal and allows agencies and affected local governments to
identify applicable requirements and special issues of concern.

The NOI is not an application to construct the facility - it merely states the applicant’s intention
to submit an application in the future.

Meetings and

Comment Period

Project Order

ODOE issues the Project Order which identifies applicable statutes, rules and ordinances and defines the
impact analysis areas.

4

Application for
Site Certificate

Public
Comment
Period

The applicant submits its application which describes the facility, its anticipated impacts and how it
will meet EFSC’s standards.

The applicant must comply with all local land use requirements and indicate which land use permitting

route they will take, either the local jurisdictional land use approval process or the EFSC land use permitting
process, where EFSC acts in place of the local jurisdictions and makes the decision on compliance with local
land use requirements.

Draft
Proposed Order

After ODOE requests comments from the public and from other state and local agencies on the
Application for Site Certificate, ODOE will issue a Draft Proposed Order recommending approval or
denial of the application.

Public
Hearings

ODOE holds public hearings on the Draft Proposed Order.

o Anyone can raise issues or objections to the Draft Proposed Order in writing or at the public
hearings. Failure to comment in person or in writing on the record of this hearing precludes
participation in the subsequent contested case and the right to appeal EFSC'’s final decision.

o Since the EFSC process also serves as the land use process, the public hearings also serve
as the land use hearings for this project.

Proposed Order

ODOE issues the Proposed Order based on comments from EFSC, the public and other
government agencies.

A 4

Contested Case

Hearing

The contested case hearing is a formal hearing and only those persons who commented on the
Draft Proposed Order may participate in the contested case.

Final Order

EFSC decides whether it will issue the Site Certificate.
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